
RhodeWorks EPK Summary 
Short Bio 

RhodeWorks are an award-winning bluegrass folk band who play fast paced, high 

energy folk music, presenting a set of traditional and well-loved bluegrass alongside 

their original material.  Rounding the package, the three brothers present soulful vocal 

harmonies and fiery instrumentals.  Laurence (17), Sam (15) and Nate (12) are largely 

self-taught multi-instrumentalists, who have wowed audiences throughout NZ and 

Australia.  As well as their dedication to creating unique roots-conscious music they 

love nothing more than heading to the workshop to craft their own instruments. 

On the Web 

http://www.rhodeworks.nz/ 

 

Our Music 

https://rhodeworks.bandcamp.com/releases 

 
Videos 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCac2rnvW8xo8QedXOpESUdA 

http://www.rhodeworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/rhodeworks-stuff-video.mp4 

 

Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/Rhodeworks-1067408153318187/ 

https://www.instagram.com/rhodeworkz/ 
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RhodeWorks 
 

Extended Bio 

RhodeWorks are an award-winning bluegrass folk band who play fast paced, high 

energy folk music, presenting a set of traditional and well-loved bluegrass alongside 

their original material.  Rounding the package, the three brothers present soulful vocal 

harmonies and fiery instrumentals.  Laurence (17), Sam (15) and Nate (12) are largely 

self-taught multi-instrumentalists, who have wowed audiences throughout NZ and 

Australia.  As well as their dedication to creating unique roots-conscious music they 

love nothing more than heading to the workshop to craft their own instruments. 

 

Laurence (17) has been playing guitar for 7 years and banjo for 5 years.  His love of 

bluegrass music has been nurtured by the folk community in New Zealand and has 

allowed him to gain many of the skills required to play authentic bluegrass music.  His 

love of all things music has led him to pursue his interests as a luthier.  He made his first 

guitar at 13 and still plays it!  His current project is his first, but certainly not his last, F-

type mandolin. 

 

Sam (15) was born to play music; if it has strings he can play it!  He can competently 

play mandolin, fiddle, guitar, cello and bass.  Sam began playing fiddle at the age of 6 

and has developed his love of bluegrass by watching the bluegrass greats 'The Hamilton 

County Bluegrass Band'.  With more great bluegrass bands, such as Mile Twelve and The 

Lonely Heartstring Band, touring New Zealand he has managed to expand his skills to 

the next level.  The sky's the limit! 

 

Nate (12) has music ingrained into his soul.  There hasn't been a time in his life when he 

hasn't been surrounded by music and it shows.  He can pick up any instrument and play 

it.  He also has the remarkable ability to blend soulful harmonies but isn't afraid to 

stride out confidently and take the lead.  Although Nate hasn't quite found the 

instrument he will play with the band we have no doubt he will be one of the greats! 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



To Learn More Go To: 

http://www.rhodeworks.nz/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Rhodeworks-1067408153318187/ 

https://www.instagram.com/rhodeworkz/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCac2rnvW8xo8QedXOpESUdA 

https://rhodeworks.bandcamp.com/releases 

 

In the Media 

“Close your eyes, and you could swear you were in Kentucky.  

The three young musicians playing a toe-tapping tune sound like seasoned 

professionals, but are in fact a trio of siblings, the oldest 14, and the youngest 9, 

playing an original song.” 

 – Laura Dooney, The Dominion Post 

 

http://www.rhodeworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/rhodeworks-stuff-video.mp4 

 

Thoughts 

“The Frangos-Rhodes family has been playing their music at Farmers’ Markets, 

fair days, folk clubs and Hamilton’s monthly bluegrass club ‘Back Porch 

Bluegrass’ for a few years now, honing their performance and presentation skills 

and delighting all who have been watching them. They have a clear 

understanding of the music they’re playing, not just reproducing something 

learned by rote and like most acoustic bands, watch each other closely for those 

subtle changes that happen all the time during a performance.” 

-Paul Trenwith, Hamilton County Bluegrass Band 

http://www.rhodeworks.nz/
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Inspiration 
 

“Having heard them in concert I could get into some detail about their performances. 

But let me say that when you hear them, expect to hear a range of skills on guitar, banjo, 

mandolin, and fiddle. Expect them to sing, brilliantly. In terms of material, expect 

anything from bluegrass to folk, and more besides. What you won’t be expecting 

perhaps is how at ease on stage they are, how well they handle any technical issue, how 

well they handle continuity. 

Have I left anything out? Did I mention they can make their own instruments? Did I 

mention you can expect to see and hear youngest brother, nine-year-old Nate, on 

percussion and vocals? And mother Tracy on upright bass? Listen also for the occasional 

contribution from dad on guitar, and when you do, you’ll have everyone in the highly 

talented RhodeWorks family at work.” 

-Pitt Ramsay 

 

 



Collaboration 
 

 “RhodeWorks mix talent with personality, and the result is top-shelf bluegrass 

entertainment!” 

-Nat Torkington, Pipi Pickers 

 

 

 

Our Journey 
 

• MountainGrass Bluegrass and Old Time Music Festival  

• Dorrigo Folk and Bluegrass Festival  

• Auckand Folk Festival 

• Wellington Folk Festival  

• Whare Flat Folk Festival 

• HamsterFest  

• Hamilton Gardens Arts Festival 

• Oparau Acoustic Festival  

• Aongatete Festival Under the Figs 

• Frank Winter award - ‘Outstanding Musical and Vocal talents’  



Stage and Sound Requirements 
 

 

Where We Dwell 
 

We live in a small town called Te Akatea in the Waikato region of New 

Zealand.  Although we stem from a small town we have played throughout New Zealand 

and Australia and hope to continue to do so and maybe even make it further afield! 

 

 

Contact 
 

Email – tauwhare@gmail.com 

If you would like to contact us the old-fashioned way: 

Bruce Rhodes - +64272178678 

Tracy Frangos - +64272878802 


